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1 Purpose of the report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of proposed changes to the 
Hollingworth Lake and Rochdale Canal Sites of Biological Importance (SBIs). 
Members are asked to approve the changes and the consequent update of the 
local SBI register for planning purposes.

2 Recommendations

2.1       It is recommended that Township Committee approves the changes to the 
SBIs and the SBI register as detailed in this report, for planning purposes. This 
is because the proposed changes will improve the protection of the SBIs for 
planning and potential funding purposes.

3 Background

3.1 Sites of Biological Importance (SBIs) are areas of nature conservation 
importance defined on a Greater Manchester wide basis, which contain 
valuable habitats, animals and plant communities and also locally rare habitat 
types. They are classified under three grades: grade A sites are of county and 
regional importance, grade B sites are of district importance and grade C sites 
are of more than local importance. New sites are added and existing sites 
monitored and reviewed by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU).

3.2 SBIs do not have statutory protection (i.e. landowners do not have to protect 
the biodiversity on the sites by law), however they can be taken into 
consideration when assessing planning proposals which may affect them, and 
GMEU liaise with landowners to try to ensure that land is managed in a way 
which does not harm the biodiversity. Proposed new sites, re-grades and 
boundary changes are reported to the relevant Township Committee in order 
that they may be adopted locally for planning purposes i.e. to support the 



assessment and determination of development proposals seeking planning 
permission which may affect an SBI.

3.3 We have recently received GMEU’s report in respect of their 2014 SBI review. 
In it the following changes to SBIs in Pennines Township are proposed:

 Increase the Hollingworth Lake SBI in size by six hectares, by 
incorporating the area of the Visitor Centre car park and an area to the 
south of the lake, both of which have significant bird interest, into the 
SBI (see attached map).

 Change the grading of Hollingworth Lake SBI from Grade B to Grade A, 
reflecting the increased bird interest resulting from the proposed 
extensions above.

 Increase the area of the Rochdale Canal SBI by 0.5 hectares, 
incorporating additional canal side habitat in the vicinity of Clegg Hall 
Farm (see attached map).

3.4 In the 2008 SBI review carried out by GMEU, the Hollingworth Lake SBI was 
changed from Grade A to Grade B. This was because of the decline in bird 
interest on the Lake itself due to a number of factors including the high level of 
disturbance on the water, high water levels due to heavy rainfall and the 
presence of mink. 

3.5 After discussions with interest groups, GMEU are proposing the extension of 
the SBI, which would allow the inclusion of important bird habitat by 
incorporating an area of land to the south of the lake and the woodland area 
where the Visitor Centre car park is located. The proposed extensions, totaling 
six hectares, are based on bird data collected, and GMEU are of the opinion 
that if these additional areas are included in the SBI, the SBI would once again 
be of county / regional importance, and thus should be upgraded to Grade A.

3.6 The proposed increase in the Rochdale Canal SBI is to include an area of acid 
grassland, which includes purple moor-grass, wavy hair-grass, heath bedstraw 
and lemon-scented fern. Stands of bilberry and heather occur rarely within the 
grassland.

Alternatives considered
3.7 To inform the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit that the Council does not wish 

to approve the changes detailed in the report for planning purposes. This would 
mean that the SBIs might not carry as much weight in planning decisions and 
other decisions which may affect them, such as applications for funding. 

4 Financial Implications

4.1 There are no financial implications relating to this report.

5 Legal Implications

5.1 A Site of Biological Importance (SBI) is non statutory site of importance for 
nature conservation. However, under Section 40 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities Act 2006, the Council, as a public authority, in 
exercising its functions, must have regard, so far as is consistent with the 
proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity. 
Conserving biodiversity includes taking steps to restore or enhance the status 



of a habitat and to update the local SBI register as appropriate. 

5.2 Consequently, the Council in its capacity as Planning Authority is required 
when assessing planning proposals which may affect a SBI to consider the 
effect of that development and to have regard to the conservation of biological 
diversity. 

5.3 The Council should also have due deference and regard to any associated 
guidance issued by the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA).

6 Personnel Implications

6.1 There are no personnel implications relating to this report.

7 Corporate Priorities

7.1 Part of the Pennines Township Plan is to raise the profile of the Township’s 
countryside and lakes. The Pennines Green Infrastructure Action Plan makes 
specific mention of supporting biodiversity sites, including Hollingworth Lake 
and the Canal. The Unitary Development Plan and emerging Core Strategy 
both emphasise the need to take important habitats into account when making 
planning decisions.

8. Risk Assessment Implications 

8.1 There are no specific risk issues for Members to consider arising from this 
report. 

9. Equalities Impacts

9.1 There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 There are no equality/community issues arising from this report.

.
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Map of Hollingworth Lake SBI showing proposed extensions to north and south



Rochdale Canal SBI – proposed extension (existing SBI hatched)


